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Never Saw It Coming

CAST (in order of appearance)

Susie. Female, late twenties. Tall, slim and attractiVeies to please.
Brian. Male, late thirties, early forties. Tall, arrogamd full of himself.

Steph. Female, early to late thirties. Medium heightreative. Confident.

Time - the present

Place - the lounge of Susie’s flat



The scene is the lounge of Susie’s flat. Theeetable set for two centre stage, with cutlery, kiap, a
candle, wine glasses and a bottle of opened wikteere is a sofa down stage left and a small sideboa
with a CD player and a pile of CDs together withemote control

The doorbell rings and Susie enters from the kitcleecks her watch and hurries over to the door

Susie Who is it?

Brian It's me! I've forgotten my key. I'm sorry.

Susie (opensthe door. Playfully Yod What you like you frightened the life out of ntleen, | was
wondering who the hell it was! Well come on inrtHedon’t want you frightening the neighbours!

Brian enters, he appears nervous

So what happened to your key then?

Brian Oh it's in the car, | just forgot to bring it upd | couldn’t be bothered to go back down for it.

Susie You'd forget your head if it wasn't screwed on! elNcome on then, get your coat off. | need to
check on the dinner.Moves away towards the kitcheYiou can pour the wine if you like dinner’s not
far away.

Brian Susie, hang on a minute, | need to talk to you.

Susie Well you can talk to me over dinner, it won't lmag.

She exits

Brian No | can't, | need to talk to you now!

A few moments pass and Susie enters holding atezl-t Her demeanour has changed
Susie I'm not going to like this, am I?

She sits on the arm of the sofa

Well come on then, get it over withSie crosses her arjns

Brian Oh don't be like that, Suse! Look, this isn't gdsr me, alright. You know | run all kinds of kis
just by coming here.

Susie (flatly) Really. Then do the right thing and make an sbm@man of me, why don’t you!

Brian Oh don't start. | haven't got time for this!

Susie (stands abruptlyNo, you never have! Well what's happened thiseti then? | assume you're not
staying that's what this is all about?

Brian moves forward to hold her and she holds rerchout

No don't! If you're not staying then don’t bothieying to get round me because it just won't wotkh
getting really fed up with this! She slumps back down on the 3ofdhat about the meal then?

Brian I'm sorry.

Susie: Well that makes two of us. | just wish ybtold me earlier that's all, | hate waste. | thbtuthat’'s
why you bought your other mobile so that we couldags stay in touch. Something else that's not
working, apparently Well come on, then, what's happened? Why atedygmnpingme tonight?

Brian Oh come on, Sue, that's a bit melodramatic, i4't No-one’sdumpinganyone. It doesn’t happen
very often, things crop up now and then. | caetpht. The “well laid plans” and all that.

He comes over and sits beside her

| forgot I'm supposed to be at a book launch tbhigt went clean out of my head. There’s no way |
can't go, I'vegotto go! I'll make it up to you thoughgromise

Susie (stand$ Oh not that old line again! You're good at makipromises, you are. But a promise to
you’s nothing. You can give a promise and bregkr@mise in the same breath, you can. And I'm



getting sick to death of it | can tell you!
She throws the tea-towel at him and walks away

Brian Look, you're not making this very easy for me, yawow ...

Susie (cutting i Good! Why the hell should 1? In case you'vegimtten you're the one cancelling this
evening, not me! I'm the one who's been slavinggawooking you your favourite meal and counting off
the hours till | saw you. And for what? So yownaaeep in here, cap in hand and say, “Something’s
come up, | can’t make it!” Well thanks a bloody! lo

She turns away from him folding her arms
He stands and comes up behind her putting his harmsd her waist

Brian I'm sorry, Suse, | really am. | was looking fomgao it as well you know. He nuzzlesher neck
Susie Soyousay. She breaks awdyHave you been drinking?

Brian Not really.

Susie Don't lie to me. | can smell it on your breath!

Brian Just one! | had one! God. It was a biDaftchcouragel knew you’'d be angry.

Susie Well at least you got something right tonigh8he turns and folds her arins

Brian Look, it's not a complete wash out. | could batk later; |

shouldn’t be too long.

Susie How much later? Are we talking about eating thgetor what?

He is standing alongside the table and nervouslitsplaying with a fork

Brian Well it's hard to say off hand but | think the ewfitogether might be pushing things a bit. I'vstju
got to put in an appearance. You know, just putfacg about a bit, bit of mingling, you know thedti
of thing. Then | could come straight back. Cougléours tops, | reckon.

Susie (sarcastically Oh great. Well at least one of us will be having, then. Angry) The other one can
blow out the candle, throw the food in the bin a@odhe washing-up! Sound familiar to you, does it?

Brian Oh Christ, | don’t know why | bother sometimedie(throws the fork

Susie Neither do I A relationship takes two, Briarthink that's the bit you keep forgetting! | thimken
generally refer to it as “having their cake andrepit!”

Brian Oh come on, that's not fair! Okay, | know youargry because I've ruined the evening but it's not
like that at all. You know how | feel about you.

Susie Do 1? Well why don’t you refresh my memory antl tee then.

Brian Oh | can’t cope with you when you're like this.

Susie When I'm like what? When I'm fed up of being leswin? When I'm fed up with beingsed

Brian I'm not usingyou! How can you say that!

Susie Well what would you call it, then? D’you know hawany times you've let me down in the last
couple of months?

Brian No | haven't the faintest idea, | don’t keep cobuat it looks like you do! | don't believe thigHe
sits on the sof@Anyone would think | did it on purpose. It's paf my job, helloreality! (He waves at
her)

Susie (angrily) Don’t you dare talk to me about bloody reality! I've put my lifan hold for you! I'm
scared to go out in case you jukbp round on the off chance. Every time the phone ringshegrt
pounds,hoping it's you and then | sink into morbid defmies when it's not! | can't get involved with
the social side of things at work because everydmew takes their husbands or partners with th&u.
what happens? have to stay away because no one I'm aware oftHier married lover with them!
(Sarcastically So no, you go out and enjoy yourself, don't mimeé. I've got these four walls for
company. I'm used to being on my own. I've hadbéosince | became involved with you!

Brian (sadly) Oh God. | never really thought about it liketthd had no idea. Weakly “Typical man”, |
suppose. I'm really sorry, | never realised. h'd&now what to say.

Susie Well it's probably best to say nothing at all, thel’ve probably said too much already for bothuef
but sometimes it just gets me down and | was rdatiking forward to having a lovely evening togethe



... and now this.
Brian (comes to her and holds her at arms lefji@h was I! Really! I've been thinking about yalliday!
Look, the sooner I'm gone the sooner | can be beleR, What d'you say?

He pulls her in close and starts to run his handsand down her body

Susie (breaks away!'m not sure, Brian. I'm not really in the moadw and | know I'll only get depressed
the minute you walk out that door. | think it mighe best if we just forget about this eveningt'd gist
put it behind us and pretend it didn’t happen.

Brian No! No that's not right! We can’t leave thingp in the air like this. He holds her agalnCome
here. GeductivelyWe need to kiss and make up, come on.

Never Saw It Coming
A powerful exploration by Les Clarke of relationghiin the ‘eternal triangle’ situation. A fast-mogi
drama for one man and two women.

Plot Summary

Susie is having an affair with Brian and is cookmim his favourite meal.  Brian arrives at het fbut
explains that he can’t stay. This leads to a likatgument and Brian walks out. Later on, the Delbr
rings and she rushes to the door thinking it's Bridt turns out to be Brian’'s wife Steph, lookifay her
husband, and she barges in! The two women, injtiadistile, come to relate to each other’s position.
Realising the truth, they plan a little surprise Boian!



